


Original Query 
Louise Chamberlain, UNDP Sri Lanka 
13 January 2004 

Query in full: 

This is to request suggestions and recommendations on consultants to consider for an assignment supporting the MDG process in Sri Lanka. We are aware that there is a roster of consultants, but prefer to ask for concrete recommendations due to the sensitive nature of the post. 

In the Sri Lanka MDG project (NEX), we are looking for an international consultant as an overall "Senior Advisor" to the project, who would: 
- Assist the government with the strategic work plan 
- Assist with technical aspects such as the design of the continuous MDG monitoring system 
- Take a lead in the political analysis of how to enter the MDG agenda on a higher level (integration in PRSP monitoring and budgeting, engaging politicians, parliament, etc) 
- Support the design of a campaign to reach in particular civil society and private sector, as well as the population at large. 
- Develop capacity in government to manage all these aspects effectively. 

As much as we are looking for someone who knows and understands the MDGs, we are concerned with finding someone who understands how to work in this kind of context and how to get the job done. The person must be well versed with high-level political processes and relations and at the same time very "hands-on" and results-oriented, able to coach junior staff. For this reason, we are very eager to get recommendations on people you have worked with and that you know have performed well in similar contexts. (Unless of general interest, you may want to send any recommendations directly to me and not to the whole list.) 

I would be very, very grateful for your suggestions. Thanks and regards, 



Responses were received, with many thanks, from: 
(* message not posted on MDG Net) 

1.    Soma De Silva, UNICEF* 
2.    Richard Curtain, Curtain Consulting Australia* 
3.    Fernando Casado Cañeque, UNIDO* 
4.    Varsha Gyawali, SURF Kathmandu 
5.    Ngila Mwase, UNDP Mozambique 
  

CVs for all persons suggested below can be requested by sending a message to elham.seyedsayamdost@undp.org. 



Responses in Full: 

Soma De Silva, UNICEF: 
Dear Louise, 

I can think of one person at this time. He is Gamini Abeysekara. He is a Sri Lankan, and has just retired ( or about to retire from UNICEF) from the post of UNICEF Representative in Thailand. He has many years of experience in African and Asian countries as a senior UNICEF official. Prior to joining UNICEF he was working as an 
economist in the Central Bank of Sri Lanka. He has a Ph.D. in economics. He might also be able to give other contacts. 

Kind regards, 

Soma. 

Soma De Silva 
Regional Monitoring and Evaluation Officer 
Unicef Regional Office for South Asia 



Richard Curtain, Curtain  Consulting Australia: 
Hi Louise, 

I  noticed  your  message  re request for recommendations for an international consultant and would be happy to put my name forward. 
I  hope  you  will  remember  me  from the paper you helped me with on ICT for Development. 
Please  let  me  throw  my  hat  into  the ring for consideration. 

I  have just finished three projects that are relevant: two involving the MDGs for AusAID and UNFPA and the third on public involvement strategies for the Civil Service College of Singapore. I am attaching the latter two. 

Robert   Thomson   of   UNFPA   (robert.thomson@unfpa.org)   and   Jim   Rosen (jrosen@worldbank.org)  can vouch for the quality of my recent work related to MDGs.  John  Langmore, recently retired head of the ILO office in New York and before  that, head of the social Development Division at the UN, has known me over a much longer time - since we worked together in Papua New Guinea in the 1970s- his email address now is: John Langmore <langmore@att.net> 

However,  I am a good process consultant as well as a policy analyst. I have performed a number of hands on roles as a facilitator and internal consultant as my list of    projects on my website makes clear   - www.curtain-consulting.net.au 

I  would be happy to provide further information and other referees if you are interested. 

Best wishes, 

Richard Curtain 
Curtain  Consulting,  Melbourne 
PO Box 1128 Hampton North 
Melbourne Australia    3188 
Tel (61-3) 9521 8293 
Fax (61-3) 9521 6808 
Web page updated regularly: www.curtain-consulting.net.au 
Australian Public Policy Research Network - www.apprn.org 



Fernando Casado Cañeque, UNIDO New York: 
Dear Louise Chamberlain, 

Thank you for your message. I am actually working for the MDG campaign with Evelyn Herfkens and have been working on MDGs with UNIDO for a while. As you will see from my resume, I have been a consultant for UNIDO, UNEP, the World Bank and UN DESA and was a senior consultant for the sustainable strategic services of PricewaterhouseCoopers. 

I would be very interested in participating as the senior advisor in Sri Lanka. As you can find in the document attached, I am the author of the UNIDOs strategy for the MDGs, and have done extensive research in how to integrate MDGs to the PRSP process. If you think I could be helpful for your mission, do not hesitate in contacting me at your convenience. 

Wishing you good luck, I send you my best regards, 

(See attached file: cv-fernando.doc)(See attached file:resume-fernando.doc)(See attached file: UNIDOs MDG Strategy.doc) 
Fernando Casado Cañeque, Ph.D. 
UNIDO 
One United Nations Plaza, DC1-1120 
New York, NY 10017 
Phone: 212-9636882 
Fax: 212-9637904 
Email: casado@un.org 



Varsha Gyawali, UNDP wrote: 
Dear Louise, 

Greetings! 

Please find attached the Expert Referral: Synopsis of five consultants along with their CVs who, as per our opinion, have essential expertise and skills for the assignment. All these consultants have been listed in United Nations Development Group's (UNDG) MDG Expert Roster and two of the consultants: Thomas Kelly and MWANGI wa GÎTHÎNJI have also been recommended by BDP, New York. 

If we can be of further assistance,please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Warm Regards, 

Varsha 



Ngila Mwase, UNDP Mozambique wrote: 

I would like to recommend Dr Justin Maeda, who has worked with us in Uganda in the past year on Mainstreaming the MDGs into the Poverty Eradication Action Plan- the country's PRSP, which was undergoing some revision. Dr Maeda (Tanzanian) has just retired from UNICEF where his last post was as Resident Representative of UNICEF in Harare, Zimbabwe. He has worked for UNICEF as Rep Rep in Eritrea; and in the UNICEF Regional Office in Nairobi. Before joining UNICEF he was on the staff of the sub-regional ILO Jobs for Africa Programme in Addis Ababa. Before joining the United Nations in 1984/85, he was Principal Advisor to the President of Tanzania on political and poverty eradication issues. Before moving to State House as an Advisor in the late 1970s, he was Director and  Professor,  Institute of Development Studies at the University of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania. He speaks and writes well in many languages including English, French, Swedish, Swahili and Chagga. Given the bias of the MDGs towards social and health-related issues (areas that have been on top of the agenda for UNICEF for many years) Dr Maeda would, if available (he is on high demand for many international assignments) be an ideal candidate. He can be reached at his e-mail (noted above) or through the phone: Phone: 255-744-495288 

Ngila Mwase 
Senior Economic Advisor 
UNDP, Maputo, Mozambique 
Tel 258-82-327404 



VISIT THE MDG NET RESOURCE CORNER ON DEVLINK: 
http://www.undg.org / password: mdgnet2003
