EXAMPLES OF BARRIERS TO GIRLS’ EDUCATION

AND POSSIBLE RESPONSES

Barriers





· Household barriers and family resource levels

· Direct costs:   



-school tuition fees



-clothing and shoes



-school books/supplies

· Indirect costs:



-domestic/girls’ work



-fetching wood, fodder, and water



-market activity



-girls’ malnutrition



-disabilities

· Poverty

· Low status for women

· Parental awareness

· Early marriage

· Family values
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Possible Approaches/Responses


· Household barriers and family resource levels
· Economic incentive programs (e.g., small scholarships, subsidies, school supplies and uniforms)

· School fee waivers              

· Vouchers (clothing, shoes, supplies)

· Micro-enterprise programmes     

· Child-care programmes for siblings 

· Labour-saving technologies

· Reallocation of household labour

· Mothers’/parent education

· Mothers’/parent participation

Social mobilisation campaigns

· Policy barriers

· Insufficient national budget for primary/secondary education

· Absence of policies to address dropout caused    

 by exams/pregnancy, etc.

· Absence of child labour laws

· Lack of enforcement of compulsory education 

      policies

· Policy favouring boys/males as workers

· Fees policy

· Free policy weak/not implemented

· Formulation of curricula

· Support of conventional role for women

· Education policy against married students
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· Policy barriers

· Analysis, planning, and implementation of policies supporting girls’ education

· Analysis and implementation of labour laws

· National dialogue            

· National media campaign     

· Resource reallocation of national budget to education 

· Variety of approaches to make education 

      available

· Laws to ensure girls’ safety

· Infrastructure barriers

· Distance to school

· Absence of roads/transport

· Inadequate basic services in communities (e.g.    

      water, electricity, fuel) 

· Inadequate basic services in schools (e.g.     

separate, clean latrines)

· Absence of/poor facilities

· Design
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· Infrastructure barriers
· National budget analysis, reallocation, and implementation 

· Rural electrification/water programmes

· Infrastructure programmes (e.g., road building; rural housing for female teachers)

· Latrines, especially for adolescent girls

· Community support programmes (labour contributions, etc.)

· School mapping to further policy goals
· Schools close to home
· Small school strategies such as multi-grade,    
      cluster schools
· Programmes that make schools safe and 
      protective environments

· Community beliefs and practices

· Lack of knowledge of the social and private benefits of education

· Gender and cultural stereotypes

· Personal security

· Limited roles for girls and women

· Differential treatment of girls (e.g. poor nutrition 

      and health care)

· Lack of economic and social opportunities for     

 educated girls

· Early marriage

· Glorification of “motherhood”

· Female seclusion

· Sexual abuse/harassment

· Domestic violence

· Belief that girls should leave school as soon as       

they have enough education to make money

· Men viewed as breadwinners

· Inheritance patterns

· Male dominated education system
· Gender-differentiated child rearing practices
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· Community beliefs and practices
· Culturally appropriate schools

· Endorsement by religious leaders

· Practices that ensure girls' safety 

· Media programs/social marketing

· Motivational materials

· Village committees organised to promote culturally acceptable female education

· Female social promoters who tutor girls and provide encouragement

· Motivational materials (e.g., posters, story books)

· Incentives for female teachers in rural areas

· Equal access to economic opportunities for educated girls (property laws, etc. hiring     

      standards)

· Family planning, health education, advocacy for men and women

· Mobilisation, PTAs, Radio, TV, literacy, all with    

      gender consideration
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Gender awareness training

· Educational barriers

· Lack of gender-sensitive teachers/curriculum/materials

· Lack of role models

· School calendar/schedule in conflict with girls’ 

domestic or market responsibilities

· Curriculum and instructional strategies not   

relevant to girls’ learning needs

· Threatening/non-supportive learning environment

· Expensive books/school costs/budgets

· Teacher quality

· Poor management

· Lack of confidence in girls as learners
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· Educational barriers
· Community school programmes

· Teacher education

· Curricula and educational materials that address girls’ learning needs

· Gender-sensitive teachers

· Flexible school calendar and schedules
· Improved quality of education
· Safe and secure learning environment
· Female education personnel
· Incentives for female teachers in rural areas
· Tutoring and girl-to-girl programmes
· Increased school places
· Programmes to increase enrolment
· Better designed, cheaper learning environments
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